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if- Very Likely, Indeed

V.^COME wonder is being expressed whether
the President referred to the spoliation of

?'JColombin, in the establishment of the Re-
J '"public of Panama, when, discussing the right

'of peoples to choose their own governments,
J. [lie said at Charlotte: "Like other nations, we

;have ourselves no doubt once and again of-
& "fended against that principle, when for a

?! little while controlled by selfish passion."
f AVithout being in the President's confidence,
:t .we should think he did have the so-called

Panama "revolution" in mind. That "revo¬
lution." engineered by William Nelson Crom-
-¦well, lobbyist of the French Panama Canal

^ ^Company, and encouraged by President
"^Roosevelt when ho "took" the Canal Zone,
3s one of the darkest, because one of the
{"cheapest and meanest, incidents in American
iliistory. It is impossible a man of Mr.
.jWilson's character should hold it otherwise
.than in contempt.

' Dr. Waite says he wants to die quickly.
2sTobody else insists he shall wait.

.1nines J. Hill

FAR more than n very rich man. a financial
power, was James J. Hill. That aspect

of his towering figure soon will be forgotten,
but the qualities that made him one of
America's foremost men enabled him, im-

.. pc*ed him. indeed, to accomplish things that |
will make him long remembered.

He was that rare blend.a dreamer, who
had great visions and had also the brain, the
energy and the indomitable will to convert
.his dreams, his visions, into realities. Nearly
fifty years ago he entered on his life work, i
aud into the fifty years that elapsed between
that time and his death he crowded more or
achievement than is often compassed by gen-
erations of workers. He developed so highly j
so vast a section of the country, the North-
west, that the term, "empire-builder," was
more just!/' applicable to him than to any

"."men <v! his day, except, perhaps. Cecil Rhodes.
He builded strongly, and his works remain

to bear witness that he turned a wilderness
into productive land; that he crcated wealth,
rather than acquired it. and not so much for
himself as for hit> time and the generations
to come. In short, he made his great coun¬
try greater.

If Mr. James did not acquire the honors
of war. he got most of the honors of peace.

Greece Again on the Brink
' Grcece shall enter the war on

* \nr the side of the allies or continue her
uncertain and dnngerous neutrality probably |.will be determined in the next few days. In¬
vasion of Greek Macedonia by Bulgar soldiers,
clashes along the border, in which there have
been some casualties, Bulgarian occupation
of a chain of Greek forts and the renewed
activities of the allied partisans led by
Yenizelos are r^ftte sufficient, ii would seem,
to force- King "Constantinc-'s reluctant hand.

All Greece knows that Bulgaria regard?
Macedonia as her own. and that her bitterest
disappointment in tlie Balkan wars was tlio
loss of this territory, that her arms hail
gained. Greece must be something of an
optimist it she it to prove capable of be¬
lieving that a victorious Bulgaria now would
"retreat fr.»n. a single foot of Macedonian soil

(in the other hand, rumor has it that Ger¬
many has offered Greece a slice of Serbia in
return for continued neutrality. The bribe
may or may nut be sufficient. Endeavoring¦-wfoat this distance to probe the uncertainties
ot Greek politics, rendered even more doubt-I ful by the activities of the censor. Is weary(. work, but it would seem that the next weeki: mu6t bring a final decision

I ;
The Colonel has discovered a new iniquity

;; in the nav> bill It attempts to reverse. one
of "my policies .

What Men Think of Hrandeis
correspondent from Staunton, who in

V»y the Voice of the people Column to-dayexpounds his objections '<> the confirmation
of Louis l> Brandeis as a justice of the Su¬
preme Court, difters i>: hi estimate of Mr.
Brandeis's character from many of the men

* who know this distinguished lawyer b<"-t.t Speaking from an acquaintance of forty
years, President-Emeritus ( barb \v Eliot,of Harvard, says "he possesses by nature a
keen intelligence, quick and generous sytnpa-thlee, a remarkable capacity for labor and a
character in which gentleness, courage and% Joy in combat are intimately blende! Hu
professional career has < xhibited all these
qualities, and with them much practical£ altruism and public spiri' "

%¦ v-; The late Chief Justice Fuller <:. dared Mr
Brandeii? "the ablest ndvocate who had np-

K peared before the Supreme i'o\:ri ' Koscoej|S-Pound. one of the leading lawy.-rs of MassaC chusetts and dean of the Harvard Law
School, is among Mr BrandeisH firmest
exporters. He has hundreds and thousands.'of others in the ranks of the American bar
Our correspondent's facilities for acquiringI the views of leaders of the profeasion doubt-
lass are exceptional, but they are not necea-
sarily exclusive. If we were forced to a^choice we should prefer the opinion of Dr.
Eliot to that of the Staunton Solomon
j Following our correspondentV advicr -

hfch is the soundest he gives to disregard
,e charges of bad faith made agai:;st Mr.

| Brandeis, there remains no reason whatever
for delaying his confirmation a moment. No
lavyor, whose opinion is enttlled to weiRht,&
r

falls to oonoede that in learning and ability
he would be one of the greatest ornaments of
the Supremo Bench. He does hold views on
certain public questions at variance with those
of some other men.ajid he holds these views
firmly.but if his moral and professional fit¬
ness be admitted, this circumstance certainly
would not justify his rejection.

If to differ radically and passionately with
distinguished persons had been, a hundred
years ago, a bar to judicial preferment, John
Marshall never would have been Chief Jus¬
tice, nor have had opportunity to Impress
his conclusions, which men innumerable
thought revolutionary, on the Constitution
and the judicial system of the United States.

Every time we read an antipreparedness
resolution we feel new indignation with the
Post-Office Department. We always discover
we have been bought up by the. munition
makers and yet never have received the check.

Land Bank for Richmond

UNDER the terms of the rural credit bills
that have passed the Senate and House,

land banks are to established in twelve cities
of this country. The special circumstances
and advantages that forced the selection of
Richmond as the financial capital of the Fifth
Regional Reserve District indicate also the
establishment here of one of the twelve land
banks. Indeed, the reasons for such action
are even more controlling. Richmond bank¬
ers and business men should start a move¬
ment at once that will result in this addition
to the city's banking facilities.

If Richmond Is the industrial and com¬
mercial center of one of the districts into
which the United StateB uaturally divides
Itself for banking purposes, it is in an oven
truer sense the center of an agricultural dis¬
trict. Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and
the Carolinas offer rich opportunities to the
farmer; these opportunities will be greater
when the farmer has been placed in a position
to finance his needs in terms of his abilities
and the nature of the security he has to
tender. The existence of the land bank hero
would be a new link in the ties that bind
the agricultural Interests of this district to
this city, and, of course, it would fortify
Richmond's financial primacy.

But if we are to gain this new advantage,
we must be up and doing. Both the House
and Senate bills provide that the stock of
the land banks shall be offered to the public,
and only that portion not so subscribed con¬
tributed by the government. Those cities
which reveal their faith by their works are
most likely to receive favorable considera¬
tion. If Richmond wants one of the land
banks, Richmond could offer 110 more potent
argument than subscriptions to a consider¬
able part of its proposed capital stock.

The Ideal system of rural credits is the
co-operative system, wherein the beneficiaries
lend to themselves. Congress has concluded
that for the present this ideal may only he
approximated, and that some governmental
assistance is essential, at least in the youth
of the enterprise. The evident purpose, how¬
ever. is to reduce this assistance to the mini¬
mum. The agricultural resources of this
country are so tremendous that ultimately
they will supply in themselves all the credit
that possibly can be demanded or utilized.
The city that manifests a disposition to help
now will reap a golden harvest of gratitude in
the future.

Richmond should learn to finance its own
great enterprises. This city will never be
free in the best sense until its financial des¬
tinies are in its own hands, No railroad that
traverses Virginia is controlled in Virginia,
althouph some of them have large share¬
holders here. As things stand, we need
foreign capital.cannot do without it. indeed
.but the banks of Richmond and of Vir¬
ginia. which are the financial advisers of the
people, should encourage investments in those
corporations on which the city aud State de¬
pend for their prosperity.

Just now there is a rase in point. The
Urbanna railroad, which offers large advan¬
tages to Richmond and to an important sec¬
tion of Virginia, requires funds. Those funds
should be supplied here. We ought not to
wait until capitalists from New York, or
Philadelphia, or Baltimore take the plum out
of our hands.

So also with the land bank. We need that
institution and we can show we are entitled
to it. If we really want it, however, and
desire to reap its full benefits, we must be
willing to put our money into it. After all,
money talks.

Convicts at Sing Sing have decided the
Stock Exchange is an Immoral Institution.
This is in the nature of expert evidence.

French Family Solidarity

THA r the business of France, despite the
mobilization of the men folks and the

permanent injury or death of many of them,
has gone on. if not "as usual," at least with
the minimum of inconvenience and demorali¬
zation, has been due to the solidarity of the
French family. The wife jH the husband's
busitHHt; partner, sharing always his secrets
and participating frequently In the actual
conduct of his business affairs.

This family solidarity, although the French
Minister of Munitions says it is not generally
known abroad, as a matter of fact has been
noted and commented on by American
travelers time after time. The tired business
man from this country has observed it with
surprise and. perhaps, not without a touch
of envy The spectacle of husband and wife
laboring Jointly to make a mercantile estab¬
lishment, or a factory, or a restaurant, pros¬
perous was always novel to the Ameri¬
can t. b in.

A <¦ who are interested in preparedness are
carrying th* theory as far as we can. We
insist on industrial as well as military readi¬
ness to fight the country's battles. Mav we
not now include the family In our program?
In modern war the duty of women Is not
confined to weeping They have other and
great obligations to discharge, and one of the
most important is to take up the work the
hushsnd. father or son lays down. From
'he I- r'-nch in this great struggle we have
learned an amazing number of things. We
'an ;. arn now, if we will, »he tremendous
national utility of family unity,

' olonei Roosevelt refuses to say whether
he will lead a third party, In the event he is
not. nominated by the Republicans at Chicago.
Ihua we perceive the f'olonel is becoming
discreet In his old age

Rii'-sia \t- In tj,<. war »o *iUiy, her Premier
announces V, <¦ (.hail c*p«;';t to hear morn
''.rrnan rrltIcimcs of Russi'«n stubbornness

A N'-v. Vork clergyman In connection with
a program of >iv 1c beauty he v/as indorsing,
said 11 1?. woman's duty !/> "clean up." Home
women think It U their duty to

SEEN ON THE SIDE
Light for the World.

[The Statue of Liberty, that stands at
tho entrance to New York harbor. Is to
bo Illuminated by night, under tho terms
of a bill that haa been Introduced in
Congress. Funds for the construction of
tho light plant ure to be supplied by free¬
will offerings of the American people.]

Tho old Bartholdl statue, that stands at Free
dom's gate

And lifts a hand In welcomo to prisoners of
fate.

Will send out through the darkness of all the
nights to bo

A shaft of hope, illumined, to those who would
be free.

Days paEt men heard the message this iron
maiden tells

And caught the inspiration that round her throbs
ond swells.

But night has hid her figure and dimttied the
torch she holds.

The stars gleum now but darkly from out the
old (lag's folds.

I
Her torch has lost Its luster, her light has lost

its flame.
And war clouds hide the glory that shieldod her

from shame;
Her hand, upraised in warning, no more ia

Freedom's guide,
We yield to evil passions.we turn from truth

aside.

But soon her light, rekindled, will shine across
the sea.

And carry there the message of peace with
liberty:

Of peace past understanding by tyrant or by
slave,

Of liberty resplendent, that lives to serve and
sa ve.

The IVnuIiuInI Sujui
"Faint heart ne'er won fair lady".which

circumstance probably accounts for some of
pacifism's present popularity.

Shnkesiienre Day by Dny.
For the exceedingly prudent:

"I'll make assurance double sure,
And take a bond of fate."

.Macbeth, Iv. 1.
For the too talkative:

"Mend your speech a little.
Lest it may mar your fortunes."

".King Lear, 1. 1.
For the fond lover:

"1 will wear my heart upon my sleeve
For daws to peck at."

.Othello, 1. 1.
For the overcharitahlc:
"And oftentimes excusing of a fault
Doth make the fault the worse, by the excuse."

.King John. iv. 2.

No Trick at AH.
Gruhbs.A scientist snys that in less than j60,000 years the world's supply of coal will bo '

exhausted.
Stubbs.That's nothing. 1 exhausted my

supply and my bank account along with it in
less than one winter.

ODIOUS C OMI'AHISO.NS. .

I never liked old Jeptha Gump, *

Who vtuh too ofteu on the Jump: *

llut I liked less young Amos Small. *

\\ ho nlniply on III nut move at all. *

I
Exceedingly Dulcet.

".Say. pop."
"Spring It."
"What does this man mean when he speaks

of 'a concord of sweet sounds'?"
"He Is referring doubtless to the voices of ;

Republican Old Guardsmen endeavoring to recon- I
clle the various brands of Republicanism now on
the market."

According to the Office Philosopher.
If I were able really to answer half the oues- I

lions that folks put to me, I ehould give up my |Job here and start in business as a Fount of
Wisdom. My output would make old Solomon s |look like 30 cents.

I
To-Day's Dent Hnnil-Picked Joke.

"Don't seem to be anybody at home. Where's jthe family?" asked the I'.iSlvillc visitor.
"Well." was the reply, "the children are off

at school, an' last week the old lady left to
take military tralnln' In the preparedness camp.""But.Where's the old man?"

"Last seen of him he was crawlln* into a
stormpit an' ashuitin' the lid after him.".
Atlanta Constitution.

The V.. S. II.
The dear old summer time Is here
With blessings for this earthly sphere;
It brings ua countless summer Joys.
Yet brings one pest who prace destroys
And makes men wish, with visage grim.
That they could stick a knife in him,
Or hand him out a deep black eye.
Or drive him back Into his sty.
His ways I need not catalogue;
You know him.he's the Knd-Seat Hog.

Health Talks, by Dr. Wm. Brady
Worry and Inrilgr.it Ion.

j "For ten years." writes a business man. "I
have been a victim of gastro-intetUinal neu-
rasthenla. I have consulted many M>e< lallsls and

I visited various sanatorlums and health resorts.
taken all isorts of nonmedical treatment as well,
without permanent benefit. Some months r feel
a little better, but I soon relapt-e. i have to

j neglect my store a good ahare of the time.
"My diet seems to be the cause of my trouble.

Aciris, sweets, meats and certain starch.-s and
j fat* fit-in to disagree with me. Kgg* disagree.I and milk usually does, too. Test meals have
proved that it takes from ten to twelve hours

, }«r food to leave my stomach. There was an
excess of hydrochloric acid found present. The! stomach was dilated two inches below normal

| level.
1 "I take little exercise. I ache all over and
feel tired and exhausted, sleep poorly, and am
constipated except when X take a cascara liquid.
My diet is. chiefly, toasted bread and butter,
white of egg poached lightly, certain kinds of
cereals, a few prunes and occasionally but¬
ter beans. I eat two meals a day.
"Being a druggist. I don't monkey with medi¬

cine, except occasionally a dose of essence of
pepsin after meals.
"Sow, for the love of Heaven, can you adviae

j me what to do next?"
Assuming that the unfortunatu man haa had

a reasonably careful examination to exclude
organic d'sease. and that the term "gastro-[ InterttinaJ neurasthenia" is Just the doctor's way| of expressing the belief that Introspection alone

' is accountable for all the symptoms.a very
probable state of affairs--the best thing he can
do is to find an occupation.something which
will occupy his mind, rouse the spark of en¬
thusiasm. keep him worried about making both
ends meet, and leave him no time for Idling. He.
needs a Job of real work, physical and mental.
He needs some one to abuse him. to amuse him,
to enthuse hlrn Ho needs to adopt a brace of

| triplets He n«'d* some coarse, unsympathetic
person to thrust a plate of poi k and beans under

i fils nose, hand Mm a mil? of coffee and tell hint
to "ill': that now or go hungry'" The man
fevl* sorry for himself. He distrusts that per¬
fectly normal stomach of his. distrusts It no
hard that It rcfuees to work-

Cunnoo, of Harvard Medical HchooU

has demonstrated experimentally and plrac-tlcally, tho fuot that fear, worry, rage, and
other unpleasant emotions will absolutely stopall digestive processes in tho healthiest Indi¬vidual. Think what liappons to this poor fellow
whon ho sets that much worried mind of his at
worrying: about the digestion of his cereals
anil other pap! Why, his diet Is enough to
make him sick-abed! It is a lit ration for a
Brovfrn Leghorn. AVhat the man requires is a
course of psychological manhandling- He has
mollycoddled himself Into a state of chronic
worry. The occasional dose of essence of pep¬sin after meals" tells the tale.an absurd ono,if it were not so serious for the man.
Note particularly that every type of nutriment

.fat,,protein and carbohydrato "seems" to dis¬
agree with the poor fellow. Note that .ho be-lleves his diet Is the cause of his troubles.
Surely ho doesn't consider such pap diet. The
pap may be it factor, but tho cause of the
trouble is introspection, auto-mollycoddllsm.

News of Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispntch, May 30, 1866.)

In response to the call of the 'meeting held at
Centenary Methodist Church on Thursday last,
day before yesterday and yesterday were spent
l'y hundreds of good Richmond people in Holly¬
wood Cemetery, who were engaged all the while
in a saerod work upon tho graves of Confed¬
erate soldiers, putting th-jm in shape and in
good order for tho memorial and decoration
exorcises to take place to-morrow. More than
jOO good people have been engaged for two
days in this work.
At a special meeting of the Hollywood Memo¬

rial Association hold yesterday afternoon u con¬
stitution anil n code of by-laws were adopted for
the future government of the association.
The Southern Baptist Convention. In session

in ltussoll ville, l\y., elected Kev. P. H. Mell,
I> r>., of Georgia, president Itev. J. B. Jeter,
D. 1)., of this city, was elected iirst vice-presi¬dent. Kev. George B. Taylor, of Virginia, was
elected secretary.
The residence of Bishop Johns, in Alexandria,

"'as badly damaged day before yesterday by
tire. The blaze starteil from the basement
stove.
Charles O'Connor and George Shea, of New

York, of counsel for Jefferson Davis, left Fort
Monroe day before yesterday for New York,
"'hey had long consultations with Mr. Davis,
and were greatly Impressed with their intpr-
\ iews with him. Mr. o'Connor stated to a
newspaper reporter that he and Mr. Shea had
been trying for a year to get tins privilege of
a private consultation with their client; theyhad always refused to accept the privilege of
a visit under guard and have their consulta¬
tions in hearing of guards and they were
pleased to know that Mr. Davis heartily ap¬
proved their position In that respect. Finallythey were permitted to consult with their client
in private, ami only until they obtained that
permission did they consent to visit Fortress
Monroe. Mr. Davis not only commended his
counsel for such a course, but really jcrew en¬
thusiastic over the proper sti.nd they took.
The ladies of the Hollywood Memorial As¬

sociation request that the flowers promised for
the decoration of the graves of Confederate
soldiers be sent this evening and early to-mor¬
row morning to Grace Church, on Main Street.
\Vngons will meet all of the incoming trains
this evening arid to-morrow morning to net the
evergreens that have been promised from the
country districts.
A telegram from Washington, received late

last night, says: Counsel for Mr. Davis, after
lull consultation here, have decided to demand
an immediate trial of their client, and if the
government asks further postponement they )will demand bail. Mr. Shi u, of counsel, saysMr. Davis can readily give $1,000,000 or even
Sio.oof.ooo bond.

In the United States House of Representatives
yesterday Mr. Williams submitted a preambleand resolutions requesting information from
the President whether any employees of the
(fovernmtnt located in tin- Southern States have
offered public honors to d«*ad or living Confed¬
erates. Mr. Nicholas, well knowing the animus
and the object of the resolutions, objected to
their consideration, and they were laid over.
Thad Stevens changed his tactics yesterday.

In the House he offered a new reconstruction
bill In which it is declared that the States
lately in rebellion have, forfeited all of their ;rights to participation in the government of
the United States or to protection by the gov-
eminent. However, they may be permitted to
form Kovornnionts within their borders for lo-
en 1 and municipal purposes purely. I.ater on jState Constitutions may he formed by properly
organized conventions. which Constitutions,when made, shall be submitted to the vote of
the people, a majority of whom are necessaryfor tho ratification of such Constitutions, the
people being those who are entitled to vote un¬
der recent acts of Congress, none being exclud¬
ed on account of race, color or previous condi¬
tion of servitude. And then the Constitutions
so adopted must be submitted to Congress for
approval. It Is further provided that no Con¬
stitution thus submitted to Congress, which maydeny civil rights to any colored persons or for¬
mer slaves, shall be considered. The bill was
sent to the committee of ;he whole.

The Voice cf the People
liK'ITKHS TO TICK KPITOR nliould not be

over 2.10 words In length, and the name and ud-
rircMM <>r tlie writer must accompany eucli com-
tmiiilcutloti. not necessarily for publication, but
us hn evidence of good fnltli. Our friends nre
asked to write on on«* ulile of tlie paper only,mid (o Inclose stamps if tlie return of tinnvnll-
utile manuscripts i* expected.

Thinks Ttrandels n Krenk.
T<* the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,.I have been reading your editorials upon
tlie confirmation of Mr. Brandels. It would
f>(jm that you have not been able to give suf¬
ficient time to the study of the questions In¬
volved and the evidenco in tho Hrandeis case.
At the timo of the appointment of Mr. Braudeia
there was probably not one lawyer in a thous¬
and in any section of the United States who
would have, suggested him for this position. It
is a well-known fact that two or three of the
Senate committee have for a long while btfen
unable to vote for Mr. Brandels's confirmation,
after having heard the evidence and been pres¬
ent at the hearings, notably. Senator Smith of
Georgia, and Senator Shields, of Tennessee: only
after executive urging have these gentlemen
been able to report In the affirmative. Recent¬
ly in/ professional and business duties have
called me into three different States, two of
them Democratic and one a Republican State.
I have talked with members of the bar, many
of them leaders in the communities in which I
happened to be. anil I have not found among
them one who thought It an excellent appoint¬
ment; nearly all of them thought it a very bad
appointment, and others thought it not a good
appointment. Practically all leaders of the bar,
irrespective, of tin ir party, who are not In some
way particularly interested, feel the appoint¬
ment unwise. Ah a matter of fact, no appoint¬
ment since the Civil War has been so ill-advised.
Grant, for the sake of argument, that there is
no force whatever In any of the charges brought jagainst Mr. Rrandels. Rvery well-informed
lawyer knows that Mr. Brandeis Is a brilliant,
erratic lawyer, radical In the extreme, without
any Judicial poise or fitness for the great posi¬
tion of the Supreme Court. This great court
ought to demand the gronlost lawyers in the
land, and not Its freaks, for in its hands, in a
Irrge measure, Is the destiny of our great
country. J. A. ALKXAN'DRR.

Staunton, Va.. May 28, 1016.

Queries and Answers
Masonry.

I,. R .H..The Masons have a total membership
of 1.760,277. The supreme body Is composed of
thirty-three men. but at tho present time, there
are hut twenty-eight members, there being five
places vacant.

I'arlltimeulnry liules.
G. II. B.. In case some one makes a motion

and yets a second to It, and thero Is an amend-
inent made and seconded, the amendment should
be voted on first, and if It is carried, this adds
i! io the original motion. Tho only way. to
make it a part of the original question In to
vote, on it. If it Is carried, the original mo¬
tion stands as amended, and must be voted on
as amended. This may be carried or lost.

Curing for Goldfish.
W II M.~All the alkali should be soaked

from the concrete basin, and under no circum¬
stances should it be less than three feet deep,Kive feet i}4 (he most desirable. In the winter
lime there .should he about three or four inchesof mud placet] In tho basin. Do not overcrowd
it Goldfish require very little food. A 10-centbox i.i food will last a long time. Feedthem with this and nothing else, and give them
very little at a time so that none will be loft,as it win make the w^lnr milky, and overfeed¬ing may kill the tlsh.

An Adequate Disguise? By Chapin ^
Obo of the Day's Best Cartoons.

i LA^ic

.From the St. I.ou1« Republic.

CORPORATION CLAIM DETECTIVES
IJY KltKDEKlC J. IIAAKI.N.

WASHINGTON, I). C.. May 29..One i

of the most important factors of mod¬
ern business administration is the
handling of elaims for damages. Every
corporation that has anything: to sell.!
from canned goods to street-car trims-!
portation, is always in danger of be-
ing sued by customer? who have been
injured by the product.

AN hile the majority of claims for
damages from injury in transportation!
are well-founded and are equitably ad-
Justed, there is a distinct and disturb-
nig minority that Is absolutely fraud-,
"lent. With the development of rapid j
transportation and the increasing con¬
gestion of the crowded cities, has come,
the inevitable accompaniment of many'
accidents, so that gradually there has:
grown up a new profession.that of
the claim detective. Each corporation
has a claim detective, or a force of
claim detectives, who investigate the
conditions surrounding every accident
and arrive at their conclusions on a
scientific basis.
The claim detective must he well-;

versed in law, possess a good deal of
knowledge of medicine, and. above nil,
l e n shrewd and discerning psycholo-J
gist. The physiognomy of a claim-j
ant, his manner, the way he wears his
hat and what he does with his feet
are closely noted hv him. There are
three personalities in every claim case
that are of the utmost Importance to'
the company.namely, the claimant, or

injured party; the attending; physician,
and the lawyer instigating suit. It
is the business of the claim detective
to determine the character of these
persons, which sometimes has a gre.tt
deal to «io with the validity of the
claim.

Cnreftil Keport* Marie.
When a person is injured on a street

car, n report is turned in by the em¬

ployees of the company, containing the
name and address of the person, the
name and addresses of witnesses and a

complete account of how the accident
happened. This If handed to the claim
detective, who then begins his investi¬
gation. with the Idea of ascertaining'
tho extent of the Injury Inflicted. Hoi
examines the cause of the accident, in-
terviews the witnesses, and iinall.v the
injured person, from whom he takes,
a written statement of tho occurrence.!
This Is done as soon as possible, since
it is a well-established fact that time
has an unfortunate effect on (he no-

curacy of the principals, who become
more and more impressed with ihe
seriousness of the. Injury.
The first thing to determine, is. of

course, whether the company Is liable
for the accident: that is. if It were due
to careless negligence on their part,
and not to unforseen circumstance or

the carelessness of the passenger. The
next step is to persuade the claimant;
to submit to a physical examination,
for the purpose of ascertaining if there
are internal injuries, thus determin¬
ing the seriousness of the claim. The

company is entirely at the mercy of
the doctor's verdict,'hence the import¬
ance of being able to read his person¬
ality. Some physicians have been
known to invent several serious main-
dies as a result of the accident at a

moment's notice, and afterwards col¬
lect on the discrepancy in the size of
their bills. '

In case of temporary Injury, such
as a broken rib or gash across the fore¬
head. the adjustment is usually a sim¬

ple; matter, entailing only the payment
of the man's salary while he is away

from work, hlr medical expenses, in¬
cluding doctor, nurse and medicines, nnd
a fair bonus for the pmount of physi¬
cal suffering sustained as a result of
the injury. A factory hand, for ex¬

ample. making $20 a week had his arm

injured in a street car accident, lie
was compelled to remain at home for
ten weeks, amounting to $200 in wages,
his medical expenses were $75 for a

doctor. $30 for nursing and $30 for mer\-
cines and miscellaneous expenses, to¬

talling altogether $3.15. In addition to

paying this, the company gave him $100
extra for the inconvenience and pain he
had suffered. With a man whose earn¬

ing capacity is $100 a week, a corre¬

sponding compensation Is allotted.
Where Fraud Is Frequent.

It Is in the case of permanent in¬

jury that the. claim detective encoun¬

ters tho most fraud, so that these cases

are usually dragged out through
months of litigation until the claim
is absolutely proved. It is extreuiely
difficult for a physical! to declare that
a man has .not paralysis of the throat
when he swears on paper that he ha>
and is unable to talk; yet it would be

quite possible for a man possessed of

great forbearance to simulate the
malady. Moreover, if a man asserts
that he is paralyzed and incapable of
walking owing to a bruise on his hip. It
does not teflect very well on tho physl-
can's reputation if he foils to recog¬
nize the existence of paralysis. Such
was tho contention of one man whose
hip had been hurt In a street oar acci¬
dent, and ho supported his statement
hv refusing to walk for seven years.
All day he sat in art Invalid chair on

the front porch where employees of
the car company could see him, knit¬
ting ties and hose. After seven years
of this tedious lahor, tho car company
settled tho olajm for $15,000, which was
criticised as being an Inadequate ad-
Justment. A week later, the oollln* of

the invalids room suddenly collapsed
and in hie fright lie forgot that he was

paralyzed, leaped from hln bed and fled
across the room. in this particular
inMtnnce, however, the man had suffer¬
ed from a species of mental hysteria
in which he actually helioved himself
to be paralyzed and the 115,000 wa»
certainly well earned by the seven
years of enforced invalidism.

Xo llj-dlrrla In Thin.
Another case of a somewhat similar

nature happened in Pennsylvania sev¬
eral years ago, being one of the first
raxes to enlist the services of the claim
detective. A street car accident oo
currcd at an amusement park near
Philadelphia, in which several passen¬
gers wi re hurt. The employees thought
they had obtained th<* namen of all thn
persons Injured, but a few months later
the car company was sued by the fa¬
ther of an unknown claimant, who. It
was asserted, had been crippled by the
accident. The circumstances were such
<«s to make the car company suspicious
and the claim detective was put on
!h«* Job. He visited the claimants in
the small Pennsylvania Dutch town
in which they lived and talked to the
l»ny who was brought out In a rolll ig
chair A few nights later, the detec¬
tive and another man hidden behln«. a
tree, saw the pa me boy walking vigor¬
ously up a steep hill, refreshing hi*
cramped muscles with a little healthy
exercise. There was little trouble In
proving the fraud at the trial. In which
the bo> finally explained that he had
not been on the street car at all, but
merely an innocent and uninjured by¬
stander with an eye for detail.
Some claims filed against street car

companies are so unwarranted as to
be ridiculous. For instance, not lor.xr
ago a i-ar company was sued by a pas¬
senger who bad sustained merely a
sltuht shock when a pane of Klat*
suddenly broke and fell out the win¬
dow. The claimant asserted that h«-
was now in an advanced stale of tu¬
berculosis on account of the shock
occasioned by the unusual behavior of
the pane of glass. Ne> dlegs to say.
the claim was rejected.

ICnrtilnp Capacity an rtnntn.
The chief basis on which a claim is

settled is the injured earning capacity
of the claimant. Take, for example,
a man who earns his living by writing
cards, making a week at the occu¬

pation Ills hand is fractured in a

street car accident, which makes the
writing of cards a permanent impos¬
sibility. instead, he is compelled to
accept a Job as a watchman in a pub¬
lic building at the rate of $12 a week.
Thus his earning capacity is reduced
$8 a week for the rest of his life.
which the company assumes as Its re -

sponsibility. It now becomes neces-

sary to estimate the number of years
the man will live boyond his present
age which Is thirty-two. His lif« is

| calculated by a series of tables, known
as the Carlisle tables, showing the
life span of the average person un*
dor normal conditions. It now be-
comes evident, however, that the man
has a bad case of tuberculosis and is
not expected to live very long. Since

i there is no known method of figuring
the length of time a person will live
with tuberculosis, a sure and equlta-
ble adjustment in this case Is almost
impossible.

In the case of a person who is killed
in an accident, his relatives or estate

j may sue for dnmages. and this must
be done within a certain time pre-

i scribed by law In various parts of the
j country. '

One year after death is the
| usual time limit, and two years after
injury In the case of a living person.
The greatest asset in the hands of a

claimant is honesty. A clear and nc-
curate statement of the facts, wlth-
(out exaggeration or prejudice, is so
unique and unexpected that It always
makes a favorable impression with the
claim detective. As a rule, the cor-

poratlon Is really Just, as it la to Its
j advantage to keep the good will of Its
customers, but it has been the victim
of so much petty fraud that it is often
criticized as being unduly cautious.

..In These Ulm-I.lnhled Pay*."
In these dim-lighted days of shame and

woe,
Pity wears weeds so densely spun,

so dark,
That nigh her Joy forgets the sprlnfe-

glad lark,
With glance subdued and gait re¬

laxed and slow
Going hor way; while comes her song

so low
That only' henrls, not ears, an echo

mark.
And feel, reborn, npflnsh in them a

spark
Whose olden warmth set every pulse

aglow.
Yet through death-husky moans of

agony.
Billions of anguished mother-plead¬

ings hushed
By steel and Hre; wlvos', orphans' last

hope crushed.
Mark! Ilark! Tins tread of grlef-

redcetnlng feet
Onward moving- in rhythmic majesty,

I As God's sonorous drums the roll
call beat!

..William Struthers, in Boston Tran¬
script.


